
 By now you must all be aware of our annual auction 

that is coming up on Saturday March 8th. Perhaps more than any 

other event here at AMS, this auction requires a great deal of 

effort to put together which spans a lengthy time period. We 

are so fortunate to have the dedication of Samantha Burns 

working to promote our school and Montessori education in 

Amherst. Samantha has worked tirelessly to put this event 

together and her colossal effort will undoubtedly be evident on 

March 8th. 

 Spearheaded by Samantha we have seen our AMS 

community labor both individually and cooperatively to 

contribute items to this year’s auction. Our classrooms have 

been working on projects requiring academic diligence, 

perseverance, manual labor, and good lighthearted fun! Most 

often we observe children working independently in our 

classrooms refining and then mastering skills at a pace 

appropriate to their individual development. However, in 

preparation for our auction teachers have carved out time in 

their schedules to work in concert to develop from concept to 

final product a project to contribute to our school auction. 

There is a great deal of satisfaction that comes from individual 

success, the kind that AMS teachers witness in their students 

everyday but there is another different kind of feeling that is 

evoked by working collaboratively with your peers. I am most 

impressed by the teamwork I have witnessed as we near our 

auction date. You can read in the classroom portion of the 

Monthly Matters about the effort each group has made. 

 I should note as well that families and members of 

the larger Amherst community too have been so generous with 

their contributions. So many people have stepped up and 

assisted in so many ways, not the least of which is the time an 

event like this requires to be successful. We are very excited 

and encourage all of you to come on out and join us for an 

evening of fun and AMS pride. Please take time to notice the 

myriad of ways that your teachers, children, administrators, and 

committee members have participated in the production of this 

event. We apologize for not being able to provide child care 

this year but we hope you understand that our classroom 

teachers work so hard day in and day out and want to be able 

to participate in the auction. Hope to see you all there. 
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Upcoming Events: 

Spring Auction         
Saturday, March  8                

6:30 - 10:00 p.m.  

Board Meeting        
Wednesday, March 5,            

6:15 - 8:15 pm 

No School:  Staff Work Day 
Wednesday, March 19 

No School:                     
Parent/Teacher Conferences 
Wed-Thur March 20 –21 

A Monthly Newsletter of the Amherst Montessori School 

Monthly Matters 

Sneak Peak Ahead: 

First Friday                        
April 4, 8:30 a.m. at 7 PLC 

Second Saturday          

Saturday, February 9,              

6:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

No School:  Spring Camp               
April 21 - 25         

 

 

"Education demands, then, only this: the utilization of the inner powers of the child for his own instruction.”     -Maria Montessori 

 

Signs of spring are here!  The pussy willow buns 

are opening up and we are visiting it everyday as 

the buds unfurl.  Listen for the black-capped 

chickadee and the tufted titmouse singing their 

spring songs.  What are other signs of spring that 

you are noticing?   

S I G N S  O F  S P R I N G  I N  A F T E R  C A R E  



Among life's precious jewels,  

Genuine and rare,  

The one that we call friendship  

Has worth beyond compare. 

 This has been CH-1’s poem of the month.  Our monthly 

poems teach us so much. The children learn new vocabulary, see print 

has meaning, and the daily repetition increases brain function. The 

children also get practice speaking in front of a group.  While 

memorization of the poem is never our goal, when a child realizes they 

can say the whole poem through independently, they are SO proud! 

 Sparked by Valentine’s Day, we talked a lot about friendship 

and love this month, and how we are all here to take care of each 

other. These basic concepts are part of the Children’s House peace 

education curriculum. The children are learning many concrete ways to 

relate to each other in a positive manner, thus becoming responsible 

members of their community.  They are guided through conversations 

by teachers and older students.  Teachers are modeling a balance of 

compassion and assertiveness.  Kids are learning how to use I-messages 

  Food tasting continues with melons and grapes.                 

The children enjoy picking them off the vine.  What patience is 

demonstrated as they all wait until everyone has fruit on their napkin 

before eating.   

 Winter is still here and we continue to enjoy playing outside 

and exploring theme related projects such as snowman, valentine hearts 

and winter songs. 

 As anticipation grows for our auction, we have been getting 

our classroom project ready.  We have beautifully decorated child’s table 

and chair set.  Your children’s handprints and fingerprints grace this 

piece of furniture making vines, leaves, ladybugs, caterpillars, flowers and 

bumblebees.  You can check it out next week in the lobby!  

 In addition to our classroom project we are also so excited 

about our individual staff donations as we love spending time with our 

precious children!  See the auction section for details. 

 We have been exercising grace and courtesy each circle by 

talking about and demonstrating respect for books, walking around 

objects, awareness of another’s activity and using please and thank you.  

There are many opportunities to practice at home too! 

 We have integrated more formal yoga time into our schedule.  

Animal poses and noises have been popular such as the lion, snake, dog, 

cat, frog as well as the tree mounting and airplane pose.  We also 

practice breathing and calming down our bodies.  The children have 

really been enjoying this. 

 

C L A S S R O O M  N E W S :   T O D D L E R  
Felice, Michelle, Alissa and Rachel 

C L A S S R O O M  N E W S :   C H I L D R E N ’ S  H O U S E  1  
Laura, Christine, Liz and Amy 

and discuss their feelings so everyone’s needs are met with 

“win-win” solutions.  

 Another facet of our peace curriculum is our study of 

the world.  At the Children’s House level, the students are 

exposed to many lessons about the Continents and the Peoples 

of the World.  We delved into the continent of Asia this month, 

introducing the puzzle map.  We read a Chinese folk tale, and 

talked a lot about Chinese New Year.  Thank you to Owen 

Young for sharing his Chinese New Year alphabet book.  All 

these cultural lessons provide the basis for a global view of life 

and humanity’s part in it.   

 We’ll continue this topic in the coming month by 

introducing picture cards for each continent- photos portraying 

common scenes from other countries.  We’ll also get our flags 

of the world lessons onto the shelves, and make some flags of 

our own. 

 It’s almost Parent-Teacher conference time again!  

Keep an eye out for the sign-up sheet; it will be posted soon.   

 Water, water everywhere!   

 There has been much activity in our water area:  

pouring, spooning, straining, sponging, light misting and washing 

are daily occurrences which promote concentration, 

exploration, discovery and satisfying work. 

   Ciana and Julia exploring the wonders of water. 



volunteers to drive or chaperone.  Although it is not far away, 

we feel that the walk and the time spent at the gym and the 

walk back would be too much to ask of the children.  If you are 

available between 11-1 on that day we would appreciate the 

company.  We will eat a hearty snack before and have lunch 

when we return.  One o’clock pickup will be at our campus that 

day.  

 Our auction item this year began as a woodworking 

project and we sanded it so much that we broke right through 

the seat of the rocking horse we had planned to decorate.  This 

was a great opportunity to change gears and work on a quilt.  

We seized that opportunity and the outcome has been great.  

The children have done a great job embroidering their felt 

rectangles with all manner of life.  They were hesitant to give 

them up for an auction project but we have assured them they 

will get another chance to make one to take home.  We have 

also learned that Matt’s skills at the sewing machine are 

moderate. 

 Look forward to an explosion into writing in the next 

month as many of the children who have been reticent to pick 

up a pencil will start to write very often.  The children’s 

knowledge of letter sounds and the ability to write them will 

increase rapidly.  It will start out looking like just marks or 

squiggles and then progress into a few well-known letters but 

soon they will be stringing those letters together. 

Hello from Children’s House 2 

 Our Reuse, Reduce and Recycle unit is really 

working.  Hopefully your children are reminding you about 

three R’s and you are reusing reducing and recycling at home.  

We have noticed a large decrease in the number of disposable 

plastics that are coming in the lunch boxes and we thank you.  

We’ve introduced Red Wigglers to our compost cycle, also 

known as the Cadillac of worms, have made an entrance into 

our composting cycle.  Dhyana has been the vanguard of 

vermiculture at 7 Pomeroy Lane and the kids love the cute little 

worms. 

 The earthworm species known as Red Wigglers or 

Red Earthworms are found throughout Europe and North 

America and really love rotting vegetation, compost and manure 

piles. Small-scale vermicomposting is well suited to turn kitchen 

waste into high-quality soil, so try it at home and be ready to 

sprout some seeds in your homemade soil for spring. 

 Wow that 100th day of school was fun and if you 

were unable to make it you can still send in a 100 project.  It is 

never to late and it may give you a great project to do on a 

rainy day or on those days when it is too cold to go out.  We 

have had our share of those this year.  The projects were great 

and the children love to share them with each other.  

 A field trip is scheduled to Hampshire Gymnastics on 

march 6th between 11:30 and 12:30 and we are looking for 

C L A S S R O O M  N E W S :   C H I L D R E N ’ S  H O U S E  2  
Matt, Sara, Dhyana and Alison 

C L A S S R O O M  N E W S :   K I N D E R G A R T E N  

Matt and Laura 

 The Kindergarteners have truly exploded into 

reading this past month.  They are working in pairs to get 

through challenging stories using their phonemic skills and 

other decoding tricks such as sight word recognition and using 

pictures as cues. The time between age 5 and 5 ½  is usually a 

critical period for reading skill and interest, and we are 

certainly seeing that each afternoon. 

 The kindergarteners are particularly enjoying 2 

word games.  In one, a child looks up a word in the dictionary 

that they like, and then they close the book.  They then spell 

the word on paper.  They find the word in the dictionary again, 

and see if they got it right. They can do this over and over and 

they love the challenge 

 The second game, we call “Guess Who.” Each child 

receives an index card and they draw an animal on it, write the 

name of the animal, and fold up the card.  The group comes 

together, and the children take turns asking questions to figure 

out which animal each child drew. In addition to the great 

practice this gives the children in spelling, the game gives them 

great experience in working together towards a common goal, 

problem-solving, and using their creativity. 

 Our water research continues!  We’ve explored 

capillary action with water and straws, and experimented with 

the effects of soap on surface tension.  We have an iceberg in 

progress in the school freezer, and we’ll use it to learn more 

about displacement and volume.  We are reading a beautiful 

book called A Drop of Water: A Book of Science and 

Wonder, by Walter Wick.  It’s been fun to chat about how 

this author is the same person who took the photos for the I 

Spy series of books.  His water pictures are fascinating, and 

spark much discussion. 

 In the coming month, we will be delving further into 

the concept of time.  We look at the clock systematically, and 

will progress through from half hour to quarter hour, and then 

to the 5 minute increments as the semester continues.  In 

other math related topics, we will move into some of the 

more abstract Children’s House math work and see how it 

relates to the concrete golden beads.  We will soon explore 

the next column in our very big numbers- the 10,000s! 



 Welcome back from what was hopefully a restful, and fun 

winter vacation.  The month of February proved to be interesting in our 

studies of art and literature, as well as a time for scientific discovery. 

 The children met the huge undertaking of creating auction 

items with great fervor and enthusiasm.  their hard work and creative 

thinking produced glorious results which the children have every right to 

be extremely proud of.  They received only minimal guidance from the 

teachers, and worked together to choose beautiful materials, remain 

within their given budget, and even managed to work with power tools 

without injury or incident.  After much measurement, math and 

merriment we managed to construct two incredibly beautiful pieces of 

hanging art. 

 Our trek to a local art gallery proved to be interesting, if not 

exactly what we expected.  The children were exposed to some 

wonderful pieces of art and given a tour by a lovely lady who informed us 

about still life, portrait, landscape and storytelling paintings.  The children 

were asked to look at the details of various paintings to extract 

information from them, but they were also asked to “jump into” paintings 

and immerse their senses into the feeling of different landscapes.  The 

tour was a nice introduction to art galleries, and hopefully, in future, we 

will be able to take in more visual arts with a more advanced subject 

matter. 

 The children continue to excel in various areas of the academic 

curriculum.  While some children have made their way through long 

division with a double digit divisor, others are making their way onto large 

questions of multiplication with the checkerboard.  We strive to ensure 

that the child understands not just the procedure, but the product.  It is 

our goal that the children do not simply memorize the steps of 

complicated math, but that they comprehend the need for various steps, 

and that they can visualize the concrete examples of math once they 

move onto the more abstract forms. 

 Our study of poetry continued through the month of February 

as we played with alliteration and created narrative poems.  Poetry is a 

challenging area of study that includes many literary devices, and so while 

the children are exposed to poetry, and write their own, they must also 

gain confidence in their use of literary devices such as simile and 

metaphor, and onomatopoeia in order to create more effective poetry, 

and to glean the deeper meaning of classic poets such as Wordsworth and 

Blake.  These literary devices are also used in prose, and in order to 

further study their usage in this medium the upper elementary children 

have begun a novel study of Ida B by Katherine Hannigan. 

 With our study of the plant stem coming to a conclusion we 

will be moving on to a brief study of the plant cell.  The younger children 

are continuing in their studies of vertebrates and invertebrates, and the 

older children will soon be moving into a study of the human body, 

beginning with the skeletal system.  This will tie in well with the continued 

study of early humans as we move on to learn about Neanderthals and 

their contributions to our lineage.  Our volcano studies continue over this 

month with a timeline of Mt. St. Helen.  Finally our journey into simple 

physics begins, as we will discuss gravity, escape velocity, inertia, and 

centrifugal and centripetal forces. 

C L A S S R O O M  N E W S :   E L E M E N T A R Y  
Kara and Nicole Macabre 

The intensity of winter 

can snuff a life out 

as easily as a candle light. 

The snowdrop fights all through  

the cold, bitter season 

for its delicate soul 

even though in the end her spirit 

may not be what she had hoped. 

When the penetrating chill  

of winter 

has finally fallen away 

to leave the decimated snowdrop 

alone 

with warmth and love 

to envelop her 

the demolished flower collapses 

into lovely spring. 

Mother Nature must hold her  

close 

or else 

she may be lost to the cold 

waters of death. 

She is very close to those  

waters. 

Beautiful Spring had to pull 

her out of the forceful current. 

Most think that the snowdrop 

should be rejoicing to 

be so close to death and 

be saved.  But does she want the life any more? 

Even though she gets to live 

again though Spring and 

Summer 

she must go back to the cold 

desolate chill of winter and fight 

and fight 

for life again. 

It seems that death will never 

come. 

But at that moment death did  

come 

and tap her on her shoulder 

and said “it’s time.” 

She welcomed it as she  

floated away 

in the currents of death. 

She passes the first gate  

of death 

and over the raging waterfall 

to never be seen again 

 

By Victoria Subritzky-Katz 

 



Fabulous, unique and coveted items at the auction are our 

staff donations.  Each staff member has generously donated 

their time to do something special.  Plan your bidding 

accordingly.  ☺ 

Below is a list of our staff donations.   

 

Felice:    Evening childcare 

Alison:    Roller skating at Interstate 91 

Dhyana:    Nature walk for three children 

Chris:    Ballgame and batting cage practice 

Rachel:    Child’s portraits 

Kim:    Child care 

Alissa and Sara:   Look Park adventures 

Laura:    Baked goods 

Christine:   Movies 

Matt:    Family day at lake side artist studio 

Nicole and Kara:   Dinner and pottery painting 

Amy and Liz:   Picnic and walk to Peace Pagoda 

Ann:    Paint a room, design surprise 

Michelle:    Library, lunch and Legos 

Joie:    Handmade mother of pearl necklace 

Jason:    Sing along tape and movie 

6  M O R E  D A Y S  ‘ T I L L  T H E  A U C T I O N  

Thank you. . . Thank you . . .Thank you. . . to all who have 

donated to the auction classroom baskets.  They are swelling 

with some terrific treats. 

The Elementary class baskets needs some Help.   The children 

have ask for donation of Non fiction books,  There are a few 

interesting books, but for those of you who would like to 

contribute to the auction please donate a book to the basket.  

Thank you and See you at the Auction! 

Elementary:  Non-fiction Books                                     
help us to learn about animals, history, human body, geography, 

aviation, weather and more... 

A N N U A L  S P R I N G  A U C T I O N  

COMMUNITY & EVENTS 

S P R I N G  C A M P  

Bella and Piglet 

School is closed for spring break, April 21 - 25.   

Sign up now for our Spring Camp.   

Contact the office to reserve a space.  Available spaces are filling 

quickly and we are about to begin our wait list.  Toddler camp is 

full. 

O U R  G O A T  F R I E N D S  

Bella and Piglet have been enjoying our extra greens.  Thank 

you Laura , Rick and Isabel Miller for bringing turnips and 

beets.  “The goats love the turnips.  Not me, I love pancakes!” as 

spoken by Isabel Miller.   

They have also been enjoying the snacks of carrots, apples, 

bananas (and banana peels) and pears. 

As you prepare your meals for the evening, don’t forget to 

keep your greens on the side and bring in for our goat friends. 

Thursday, March 20 

Friday, March 21 

School will be closed during our parent / teacher 

conferences.      

See the sign up sheets available on each classroom’s bulletin 

board or call the office to schedule your time. 

P A R E N T  T E A C H E R  /  C O N F E R E N C E S  

O U R  C O M M U N I T Y :  S U B S T I T U T E  S T A F F  

Becky Canuel one of our substitute teachers who filled in 

regularly in CH2 during Sara’s absence has left us to pursue he 

dream of making it in the entertainment business. Becky has a 

beautiful soulful voice that she is taking to Los Angeles to 

audition before a group of talent agents. She left us with a CD of 

her music if anyone is interested in giving it a listen come see us 

in the office. 

We have hired a few new substitute teachers to help fill the gap 

in Becky’s absence. So if you see a new unfamiliar face around 

please take the time to say hello and allow new staff to introduce 

themselves. Here are just very brief introductions: 

Heather Ernest holds a B.S. in Biology/Pre-medical studies from 

UMass. 

Olivia Pettengill is currently taking time off from her studies at 

Hampshire College. She has experience with children of various 

ages and current substitutes at the Bement School as well. 

Maija Cheung received her B.A. in Geography (focusing on 

Middle-Eastern Political geography) from Middlebury College. 

Maija speaks Arabic, Italian, French and Latin.  

 


